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Welcome to Lafayette County

CHECK US OUT AND “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK: 
LAFAYETTE COUNTY WISCONSIN

Don’t Miss...
- Over 60 Miles of Shared Use  
   Recreational Trail

- Our new Interactive Map on www.
   lafayettecountywi.org/explore

- Gravity Hill

- Badger Mine and Museum

- The First State Capitol in Belmont

- Our Historic Main Streets

- Yellowstone Lake State Park

- Our 4,000 Acre Public Wildlife   
   Area

- The Pecatonica and Fever River

It’s a wonderful life here in the drift-
less region of Southwest Wisconsin. If you 
would like to come and visit us, it will be a 
pleasure to serve you! If you are looking for 
a little peace and quiet, a respite from the 
hustle and bustle of chaotic life, Lafayette 
County is just what you need to reenergize, 
reorganize and renew your spirit. Lafayette 
County has a rich history that played a sig-
nificant role in the early beginnings of our 
state. Settlers arrived in the early 1820s to 
mine the lead in the region. Early miners 
had no time to build permanent homes so 
they clawed out hillsides resembling bad-
ger holes to make crude dwellings. Those 
original miners were the inspiration for 
Wisconsin becoming known as the Bad-
ger State. Go Badgers! It won’t take long 
for you to discover that Lafayette County 
is farm country! We are the most agricul-
turally dependent county in the state. With 
many cheese factories, dairy farms, farmers 
markets, small vegetable and fiber produc-
ers, agriculture is the heart of many of our 
communities. If you are looking for outdoor 
recreation, we have plenty of opportunities 
to enjoy nature! Hiking, bicycling, fishing, 
hunting, canoeing, swimming, ATV riding, 
horseback riding, cross country skiing and 
snowmobiling — all offer you a chance to 
enjoy the beautiful scenic countryside. For 
a more relaxing day, take a drive along the 
winding roads and enjoy a quiet moment 
with your camera, experience a birdwatch-

ing adventure, or take a hike in one of our 
numerous parks, such as Yellowstone Lake 
State Park. When you think of small towns 
and what they have to offer, think of caring 
people, great schools, community events 
and pride. Our small business owners want 
to share our community and this wonderful 
small town life and natural beauty with you. 
Slow down and explore Lafayette County 
and our small town culture. You’ll be glad 
you came!

n TRAILS
l ATV AND UTV TRAILS: 

Lafayette County is home to the Cheese 
Country Trail and Pecatonica State Trail 
which make up over sixty off -road multi 
-use miles. The trails meander throughout 
the county connecting towns and villages 
along the way. Both trails are maintained 
by the Tri-County ATV Club and its mem-
bers. The Cheese Country trail connects La-
fayette to Iowa and Green Counties, while 
County approved road routes for ATV/
UTV’s link to Grant County and Jo Daviess 
County, IL making it easy to see the land-
scapes of the driftless region. The trails are 
open to hiking, biking, ATVs, UTVs, snow-
shoeing, horseback riding, snowmobiling 
and more! Along the trails you will find 
beautiful scenery including wildlife, rivers 
and ponds, wildflowers and farmland. You 
will also see all that our communities have 
to offer!

l BIKING TRAILS: 
The back-roads of Lafayette County 

also offer something special for bikes with 
less horsepower. With fewer people and 
more hills, bicyclists will find the county a 
rewarding place to peddle. There are plen-
ty of places to stop for a bite to eat along 
the way and lodging or camping for rest 
as you wind your way through the beauti-
ful countryside. Cycle Southwest Wiscon-
sin provides some great ideas for loops to 
complete throughout the region, they can 
be found at www.cyclesouthwestwisconsin.
com.

New in 2018, the Mound View State 
Trail is now open as a bike and pedestri-
an trail. This 7 mile trail links Belmont and 
the Pecatonica State Trail to the Rountree 
Branch Trail in Platteville. Please be advised 
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that the Mound View State trail is non-mo-
torized. For a closer look, check out: http://
moundviewstatetrail.x10host.com/

l EQUESTRIAN TRAILS:
Lafayette County is a dream destina-

tion for horseback riding. Yellowstone State 
Park features miles of mowed trails as well 
as camping. Nearby, the Yellowstone Wild-
life Area features approximately 30 miles of 
equestrian trails laid out over a 4,000 acre 
wildlife area that feature scenic landscapes 
and abundant wildlife. Call 608.575.9288 
for more information. Several private 
ranches and saddle clubs offer trail rides, 
day camps, special rides and events in 
addition to boarding, farrier services, tack 
shops, rider training and equestrian centers. 
Saddle up!

l SNOWMOBILE TRAILS: 
During the winter months, trails pop up 

all across the region; crisscrossing farmland, 
streams and roads alike. Our area snowmo-
bile clubs sign, maintain and groom these 
trails so that snowmobilers can enjoy them 
throughout the winter months. The Cheese 
Country and Pecatonica State Trail both 
are used for snowmobilers throughout the 
winter and connect the entire trail system, 
making miles and miles of meandering 
trails. T-Riders, Fayette Sno-Goers, Hollan-
dale Snow Drifters, Platteville Driftbusters, 
Blackhawk Riders, Argyle Ditch Bangers, 
Prairie View Ryders and Arthur A-riders all 
work diligently to maintain our winter trail 
system and work with area land owners to 
ensure that riders stay on marked trails. Trav-
el Wisconsin let’s snowmobilers throughout 
the state know which trails are open and 
which are closed throughout the winter 
months. Be sure to check before riding: 
www.travelwisconsin.com/snowreport/
snowmobile

nWINDING ROADS:
l MOTORCYCLES:

If you ride an iron horse, Lafayette 
County is as close to the old west as you 
can get in Wisconsin. Virtually every com-
munity in the county has a place to tie up 
and relax. New Diggings is home to the 
General Store and Anton’s Saloon — both 
Midwest destinations for great bands, great 
rides and great people. The General Store 
is also a featured stop on Wisconsin’s Can-
on Run Route 66 for those riders looking to 
make their way across the entire state. Each 

year, local clubs host special events and 
rides. The unique topography of the region 
provides breathtaking views, great curves 
and back-roads that will take you back in 
time.
l SCENIC ROUTES:

You don’t need a bike, boat or horse to 
enjoy Lafayette County. Your car will do just 
fine. The scenery is wonderful year-round 
and each small community has something 
truly special to offer. Finally, if the mood 
strikes, you can hike the trails at Yellow-
stone Lake or take a walk down any of the 
“Main Streets” that make Lafayette County 
such a special place.

n EXPERIENCE NATURE:
l BARN QUILTS:
Grab your camera. Bring your binoculars. 
Take a leisurely drive throughout Lafayette 
County and enjoy spectacular views, with 
small towns nestled in valleys and winding 

tree-lined country roads that will weave you 
along rivers and beside wooded hillsides 
and farmsteads.

You’re likely to see cows dotting the 
fields, a sure sign that you’re in Wiscon-
sin. Check out 65+ barn quilts featured on 
barns along the country roads – you can get 

125 + YEARS STRONG

www.bentonbank.com

Your Hometown Community Bank

www.bentonbank.com

608.965.3600
Your Hometown Community Bank

www.bentonbank.com

608.759.3600

SHOP. 
EAT.

DRINK. 
STAY. 

DarlingtonDarlingtonDarlingtonDarlingtonScan to visit our Facebook page 
and stay up-to-date with all things 
Darlington Chamber/Main Street!

ANNUAL EVENTS IN DARLINGTON
FARMERS MARKET

Every Saturday May-October

FIESTA LATINA/CINCO DE MAYO
Second Weekend in May

TUNES AT TWILIGHT
Every Sunday in July

LAFAYETTE COUNTY FAIR
Second Week in July

FALL IN LOVE WITH DARLINGTON
Mid-September

WITCHES, WARLOCKS, & WINE
Late October

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday After Thanksgiving

HOLIDAY PARADE & CELEBRATION
First Saturday in December
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a map showing locations at www.Lafayette-
CountyWI.org/Explore or stop by the court-
house for a copy.
l BIRDING: 

Lafayette County is a great place to re-
lax and enjoy the sights and sounds of our 
feathered friends. Many people know that 
camping, hiking and hunting are recreation 
gems. Many may not know that birds, bird 
watching and items related to birds are 
also booming industry. In fact, according to 
the “Market Analysis of Bird-Based Tour-
ism,” $41 billion dollars is spent annually 
on birding in the United States. Darlington 
is designated as a “Bird City” in Wisconsin. 
Make a stop at the Bird Statues throughout 
this community and others in the county 
to learn about threatened and endangered 
species and the general fauna and flora in 
the driftless area. These statues depict na-
tive birds of Wisconsin. Created by David 
Oswald of Sparta, WI, these statues were 
made possible by donations from individ-
uals and businesses; you can find eagles, 
blue herons, bluebirds, cardinals and more! 
The number of statues continues to grow 
each year, stop by the Darlington Chamber 
Office to learn more!
l CAMPING: 

There are many campgrounds through-
out our County, some like Yellowstone Lake 
State Park, Blackhawk Memorial County 
Park and Lake Joy Campground, feature 
gorgeous lakes or rivers and wildlife habi-
tats, others such as DAT Campground and 
Backyard Campground have camper and 
tent sites available for short or long term 

rental. Pecatonica River Trails Park and Wolf 
Creek Campground are both located right 
off the Cheese Country Trail and are perfect 
for ATVers throughout the warm summer 
months! 
l FISHING: 

Lafayette County is a fisherman’s para-
dise. Many of our locals have favorite fish-
ing holes that have been family secrets for 
generations, but it’s no secret that Steiner 
Creek, the Fever River and many of the trib-
utaries for the Pecatonica River are prized for 
their trout, smallmouth and brook trout that 
call these waters home. Trout Streams are 
particularly important to Lafayette County 
and with the hard work of Trout Unlimited, 
many of the waters have seen an increase of 
trout over the past few years. Steiner Creek 
is of particular interest because it is one of 
the only Brook Trout Streams in southern 
Wisconsin. Brookies are a native trout of 
Wisconsin and prefer clear, cool, well oxy-
genated creeks which makes Steiner Creek 
the perfect habitat. If you prefer fishing for 
Smallmouth Bass, then head to the Fever 
(Galena) River in southern Lafayette Coun-
ty. This slow moving river is one of the better 
smallmouth rivers in the State of Wisconsin.
l HUNTING: 

Hunting is a time-honored tradition in 
Wisconsin and each year, hundreds of lo-
cal and visiting hunters descend upon La-
fayette County in their blaze orange for the 
nine day whitetail season. There are over 
4,000 acres of public land open for hunters 
at the Yellowstone Wildlife Area during sea-
son in Lafayette County, so you don’t have 
to be a landowner to be able to hunt.  A 
shooting range adjacent to the public lands 

means you can get a little practice and site 
in your firearm prior to your hunt, whether 
it be pheasants, whitetails or turkeys, Yel-
lowstone Wildlife Area’s rolling upland grass 
and agricultural fields, with scattered woods 
and old oak savannah make a great habitat 
for wildlife of all kinds. 
l RUSTIC ROADS: 

Enjoy a scenic drive along Rustic Road 
66 in the southwest corner of the county, 
located just off County W in the town of 
Benton. Look for an abandoned lead mine, 
complete with shacks, rusted ore buckets 
and piles of tailings. This stretch of road of-
fers you a gorgeous drive, especially in au-
tumn with a display of spectacular fall col-
ors. While in this part of Lafayette County, 
you really should make a detour to Gravity 
Hill and experience something that defies 
common sense. Just a couple miles outside 
Shullsburg on County Road U, the highway 
plunges down a steep hill, across a low area 
and curves back up a steeper hill. Stop your 
car about three-quarters of the way down 
the first hill, at the Gravity Hill sign and shift 
your vehicle into neutral. You will start roll-
ing backward up the hill, gradually picking 
up speed. You have to be there to believe it.
l PARKS AND RECREATION: 

While driving through the county, stop 
for a bit and enjoy a leisurely hike or a picnic 
at one of our parks. Belmont State Park is 
located on County Hwy. G just northwest of 
Belmont. Belle Mont, French for “beautiful 
mountain”, is clearly an appropriate name. 
The park includes picnic areas, hiking trails 
and playgrounds. In territorial days, the 
mound served as a landmark to guide trav-
elers. One of the reasons Governor Dodge 
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201 Christensen Dr.
Darlington, WI 53530

Phone
608-776-8830

BRIDGES 
BANQUET CENTER

Have your party here!
Phone

608-776-8830
Book room online at: Darlingtonwi.com

Blanchardville, WI

• Menu Available
• Homemade Pizza
Pub and Hotel located at
308 S. Main Street

608.523.4888
Check out  Hotel Blanchard

for a Country Feel at Hometown Rates
facebook    @rachelnrayspub
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placed the First Capitol at Belmont was be-
cause it was easy to find in the uncharted 
Wisconsin Territorial wilderness. Yellowstone 
Lake Recreational area, located between 
Blanchardville and Argyle, is open year 
round. The area is host to many different 
species of wildlife, including whitetail deer, 
wild turkey, groundhog, fox, grey squirrel 
and cottontail rabbit. There have been over 
170 species of birds observed in and around 
the park. Bald eagles, osprey, common loon 
and the double-crested cormorant visit the 
lake in the spring and fall during migra-
tion. Waterfowl of all kinds, including wood 
ducks, mallards and Canadian geese use 
the lake as a rest stop during their migra-
tion. Sandhill cranes have been observed 
in the park with their young. The great blue 
heron is a common resident seen wading in 
the shallows hunting for fish or frogs. And 
bats! Yellowstone Lake is the summer home 
to more than 4,000 little brown bats. Na-
ture programs run throughout the summer 
months. Evening programs have many dif-
ferent topics, from bat houses, stars in the 
night sky, to prairie ecosystems and more. 

n WATERWAYS:
Yellowstone Lake is in the driftless area 

of southwest Wisconsin. This 455-acre lake, 
offers visitors ample space to enjoy swim-
ming, fishing and boating. In winter the park 
is open to ice fishing, snowmobiling and 
cross-country skiing. Canoe, row boat and 
paddle boat rentals are available at the lake. 
Yellowstone Lake is regularly stocked with 
game fish and offers premium fishing op-
portunities for those who enjoy fishing.

The Pecatonica River offers over 90 
miles of gentle canoeing on both the east 
and west branches - the longest unrestrict-
ed flow of water in the state of Wisconsin. 
The water moves at 2½ miles per hour, 
occasionally dropping over small ripraps. 
The river meanders in large loops back and 
forth across a broad valley and some claim 
that “Pee-ka-tol-a-ka” is the Winnebago 
word for “crooked river”. Scenic bluffs tow-
er above some sections of the river. It may 
be necessary to maneuver around and over 
occasional fallen trees, which provide shel-
ter for raccoon, muskrat, beaver, deer and a 
wide variety of birds that make their home 
along the river. It is not uncommon to see 
beaver cuttings along the bank; great blue 
herons gracefully rising from the water or a 
mother wood duck hurrying her ducklings 
along. The Pecatonica yields its share of 

excellent game fish every year. The muddy 
banks are quite deceptive, as most of the 
river bottom is gravel. Catfish, walleye and 
occasional northern are the main game fish 
taken from the river. Many of the best fish-
ing spots are accessible only by canoe. The 
Pecatonica River, starts in Iowa County and 
flows through Lafayette County into Illinois. 
The canoer will enjoy beautiful scenic farm 
pastures, marshes and woods filled with 
many species of wildlife. The river provides 
a pleasant 2 day trip going through Lafay-
ette County.

The Fever River is 29.4 miles long 28 
feet average width 1.2 feet average depth 
base flow is 22 cfs (cubic feet per second). 
This is an enjoyable one day canoe ride. 
The Fever River is considered to be the best 
small stream for smallmouth bass fishing 
in the area. There is also 14 miles of public 
fishing easement along the river for more 
fishing enjoyment.

Lake Joy, located outside of Belmont, 
WI, is a family owned and managed camp-
ground that has been a favorite summer 
getaway for more than 40 years. They pro-
vide a clean, relaxing, friendly environment 
for families and friends to enjoy time to-
gether. The 60 acre private, spring-fed lake 
is no-wake and provides swimming, boat-
ing and some of the best fishing in this part 
of the state. For a map of waterways in La-
fayette County along with public landings, 
visit www.lafayettecountywi.org/explore/
page/rivers-lakes-and-water

n HISTORY:
Start your history lesson in Shullsburg at 

The Badger Mining Museum where you can 
get a glimpse of life through nearly 190 years 
of this historic community. Learn about 
Shullsburg’s more infamous stories too – 
like a daring bank robbery by Chicago mob-
sters in 1927. At the center of it all is a look 
back at the important mining industry with 
displays of minerals, mining equipment and 
a working replica of the Eagle Pitcher mine. 
Take a tour into an actual hand-dug 19th 
century mine. The museum is open dai-
ly from Memorial Day to Labor Day. While 
in Shullsburg, be sure to spend some time 
downtown on Water Street, a National His-
toric District and the unusual street names 
like Virtue, Judgement and Hope named by 
Father Samuel Mazzuchelli, an Italian Mis-
sionary Priest. Fr. Mazzuchelli established 
many local parishes in frontier Wisconsin 
and designed more than 24 churches and 
civic buildings. Just down the road in New 
Diggings, is St. Augustine’s Church, the 
only church that remains as he originally 
designed it. Built in 1844, this structure on 
the National Register of Historic Places has 
recently been restored. A memorial Mass is 
held annually on the last Sunday of August. 
St. Augustine’s is open Sunday afternoons 
from 1:00-4:00 p.m. from May 31 through 
September 30. For more information call 
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Under New Ownership
17098 Country Club Rd. • Darlington

608-776-3377

Daily Lunch Specials, Friday Fish Fry,  
Saturday Prime Rib, and Sunday Brunchttttt

f facebook.com/hiddenvalleys
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Discover all the ways MHLC is working to protect, advance and 
deliver high-quality healthcare for our community.

Healthier
L A F A Y E T T E  C O U N T Y

A Healthier Lafayette 
County is on the Horizon

HealthierLC.org
Visit us online at

Discover all the ways MHLC is working to protect, advance and 
deliver high-quality healthcare for our community.

Healthier
L A F A Y E T T E  C O U N T Y

A Healthier Lafayette 
County is on the Horizon

HealthierLC.org
Visit us online at
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Fish - Canoe the Pecatonica River 
• 2 Boat Landings 
• 3 Fishing Piers

JUNE First Weekend Garage Sales
           Last Weekend Argyle Fish Fry
AUGUST First Weekend Fire Dept. Mud Volleyball Tourn
DECEMBER First Weekend Christmas Craft Fair & Toy Train Show, 
                     Cookie Walk & Lion’s Club Christmas Tree Sale

608.543.3113  • www.argylewi.org
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Historic Argyle
Preserving the local history 

of Argyle...

Boyhood home of 
Fighting Bob LaFollette

Boyhood home of 

of Argyle...

Boyhood home of 

historicargyle.org

Toy Train Barn
W9141 Hwy. 81 - Argyle

Fun for all ages!Fun for all ages!

Closed Mondays
10am-4pm Tue - Sun
Winter - Call Ahead
608-897-5651

608.543.3606
109 S. STATE ST.

ARGYLE, WI 53504

goodfellasargylewi
Located on the ATV/UTV trail

Full Menu
Fresh Deli

Enjoy our patio!

RV parking in rear.

608-543-3711
Corner of 78 & 81

On ATV/UTV trail. Come as you are!

Coffee • Pizza • Ice Cream

Hours: Tues - Sat: 3:30pm - 8:30pm
and Thur/Fri: 6:30am - 8:30am

608-543-3330
300 E Milwaukee St., Argyle

Dine in or order on-line for added convenience!

Located in Argyle,Located in Argyle,
WisconsinWisconsin

Celebrate Nature...Celebrate Nature...
with crafted with crafted 
spirits and spirits and 

spectacular views.spectacular views.

Tasting LodgeTasting Lodge
Reservations:Reservations:

BlueAshFarm.comBlueAshFarm.com

Located in Argyle,
Wisconsin

Celebrate Nature...
with crafted 
spirits and 

spectacular views.

Tasting Lodge
Reservations:

BlueAshFarm.com

Visit...Visit...Visit...

(See us on the Driving Tour Map)

ARGYLE
PROVIDING OVER 175 YEARS OF HISTORY AND CHARM

Photo by Kevin Charles Gruenberg
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Daily Specials
    Banquet Facilities
     Catering Services

 Open daily at 10:00 A.M.
Belmont  Across from the Pecatonica Trail     (608) 762-6191

McCarville's My Turn Pub

MOUND VIEW RV, INC.
Sales • Service • Parts & Accessories    

USH 151, Exit 26 - Turn on Stone Hill Avenue
769 W. Liberty St., Belmont, WI

(608) 762-6957 
or toll free (866) 825-4858

BELMONT

Sand Berg Retreat LLC.
27874 Jericho Rd., Platteville, WI

For reservations and more, call or email
608.762.5569 or sandbergprairie@yousq.net

www.sandbergretreat.weebly.comThe Perfect Getaway

See the Calendar of Events at the back 
of this book, or visit our website for the 

latest events and celebrations. 
phone 608.762.5142

email: villageclerk@belmontwi.com  
www.belmontwi.com      

      Find us at Village of Belmont, Wisconsin

Cushman's Greenhouse
“The Growers With Roots”

Annuals • Perennials • Fall Mums • Poinsettias
www.cushmansgreenhouse.com

(608) 762-5795

MASSAGE WORKS DAY SPA & SALON, LLC

Haircuts, Styles, Colors, Massages, Skin 

Care, Pedicures, Manicures, Acupuncture, 

Chiropractic, Microblading, Infrared Sauna.

424 David Drive, Belmont, WI 53510 

608.762.5635 or 608.732.2785

www.massageworksdayspa.net

• Wedding Reception/Banquet Facilities Available
• Lunches Wednesday-Saturday starting at 11am

• Sunday Brunch 10 am-1:30 pm
• ATVers & Snowmobilers Welcome

Sports Page 117 W. Commerce St.
Belmont, WI 53510

(608)
762-5110

¸	Drink Specials
¸	Across from the
 Pecatonica Trail      105 W. Commerce St.

      Belmont, WI(608) 762-5193

LAFAYETTE COUNTY Land of History & Adventure  |  lafayettecountywi.org

Photo of First Capitol of Wisconsin
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(608)
762-5110
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608.965.4517. In 1993, Pope John Paul II de-
clared Fr. Mazzuchelli Venerable and began 
the process of possible recognition on as a 
saint in the Roman Catholic Church. Fr. Maz-
zuchelli’s home and gravesite are located in 
Benton. While in Benton, visit Swindler’s 
Ridge Museum where you will find more 
mining artifacts and a working diorama of 
a lead and zinc mine. Call 608.776.8340 
for open hours. Benton’s historic limestone 
water tower, built in 1900, served the com-
munity for nearly a century. It was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 
1999. The 1915 Schoolhouse Museum hous-
es a collection of early education and alum-
ni memorabilia. For more information, call 
608.759.3441. Travel to the northern part of 
the county to visit Belmont, home of The 
First Capitol Historical Site. It was here that 
in 1836 the first session of the legislature of 
the newly formed Wisconsin Territory met. 
The two buildings remaining from this 1836 
session contain historical exhibits. For more 
information, call 608.987.2122. Head over 
to Blanchardville and find a community 
nestled along the banks of the Pecatonica 
River. In 1848 a group of Mormons broke 
away from Brigham Young and settled here. 
The river was dammed and a grist mill was 
built where Blanchardville Historical Soci-
ety stands today. Discover more fascinating 
stories at their museum, Saturday morn-
ings from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Continue 
your journey through Argyle, the boyhood 
home of “Fighting Bob” LaFollette, who 
was elected Wisconsin’s Governor in 1900 
and served as United States Senator from 
1904 until his death in 1925. His home, the 
Saxton House, is being restored for future 
use as a museum. One of the oldest build-
ings is Partridge Hall, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places (under the name 
Star Theatre). It retains its original store-
fronts, segmental arch windows, 6 over 6 
panes and its unique bell shaped fascia. 
Blackhawk Memorial Park, just south of Ar-
gyle near the community of Woodford, is 
the site of the annual Bloody Lake Rendez-
vous commemorating an 1832 skirmish of 
the Blackhawk War. Save the first weekend 
of May for a trip back in time. Re-enactors 
from all over the country take you back to 
the Fur Trade Era, Civil War and Pow Wows 
of pre-1840 Wisconsin with food, music, 
knife and blackhawk throwing and primitive 
shooting competitions. The tiny village of 
Wiota was originally known as “Hamilton’s 
Diggings” after one of its founders, William 

“Billy” Hamilton, the youngest son of Alex-
ander Hamilton, U.S. Secretary of Treasury. 
Billy was a miner and like so many other 
young men in the 1820s, he was anxious to 
have a share in the quick riches promised 
in lead mining country. The Fort Hamilton 
Historical Marker tells the story of how Cap-
tain Hamilton led an effort to construct a 
fort to house frightened settlers. Hamilton’s 
stay in Wisconsin ended when news of gold 
and even greater riches beckoned them to 
California. We wind up our historical travels 
in the County Seat community of Darling-
ton. Darlington is known as the “Pearl of the 
Pecatonica” because the Pecatonica River 
which flows through the town was for years 
a source for the production of pearl button 
blanks. Take a walk down Darlington’s His-
toric Main Street which is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. One of the 
buildings contributing to that designation, 
The Driver Opera House, is undergoing a 
massive renovation to restore this beautiful 
historic building to its former glory; not only 
to honor the past, but also prepare for an 
even brighter future for Darlington and La-
fayette County. Built in 1883 of Milwaukee 
Cream City Brick, the upper story was used 
for traveling theatre troupes, dances and 
musical performances, as well as a mercan-
tile on the lower level. The Opera House has 
been empty since 1951 and the building fell 
into disrepair due to years of flooding that 
had damaged the infrastructure and stabil-
ity of the building. In 2018, a restoration ef-
fort to save the Opera House and rediscover 
the historic quality of the building was un-
dertaken — original colors and facades were 
duplicated and efforts are still underway to 

continue restoring the beautiful upper story 
opera house, The flat-floor opera house can 
accommodate almost any type of activity, 
play or performance and will be fully acces-
sible with an elevator. The restored Driver 
Opera House will help us continue the social, 
cultural and artistic needs of Southwestern 
Wisconsin. Restoring the Opera House will 
strengthen tourism, support area business 
and enhance. To learn more about the res-
toration efforts, visit the Facebook page or 
www.DriverOperaHouse.org. Questions can 
be directed to info@driveroperahouse.org. 
Darlington also houses the central land-
mark of Lafayette County, the Lafayette 
County Courthouse, which holds the dis-
tinction as the only Courthouse still in use 
in the United States that was funded by the 
estate of one man, Mat Murphy of Benton. 
The monumental limestone structure fea-
tures a central rotunda with an elaborate 
dome and evidence of Johnny Depp’s visit 
to the Courthouse when it was featured in 
the 2009 movie “Public Enemies”. The La-
fayette County Historical Society Museum 

HOUSING AUTHORITY PROGRAMS 
OFFERED IN LAFAYETTE COUNTY

Lafayette County Housing Authority • 608-776-4880
729 Clay Street • Darlington, WI 53530

The Lafayette County Housing Authority (LCHA) owns and operate a total of 85 units in 
scattered sites across Lafayette County, administering multiple housing programs, which 
include: 28 Public Housing Units, 57 Section 8 – New Construction units, and 
52 - Section 8 – Housing Choice Vouchers.
   Housing is a basic right and a foundation for success in life. All of us benefit when we 
have a safe place to call home. 
   Our mission is to provide and develop quality affordable housing opportunities for 
individuals and families while promoting self-sufficiency and neighborhood revitalization.
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is located in the Carnegie Building across 
from the Courthouse. It features the lives 
of early Lafayette County residents. You 
will find items from the Civil War as well as 
memorabilia from early businesses, farms, 
homes and schools and paintings. The 
museum is open 1:00-4:00p.m., Monday 
through Saturday. The Darlington Depot 
Museum, filled with railroad artifacts, tourist 
information and railroad maps is open Me-
morial Day through Labor Day. Please call 
608.776.8340 for hours. Both museums are 
free but donations are appreciated.

n MAIN STREETS:
Our region hosts many Wisconsin “Main 

Street” Communities. The Wisconsin Main 
Street and Connect Communities programs 
provide hands on assistance to commu-
nities throughout the state interested in 
revitalizing and improving their down-
town environment. Wisconsin Main Street 
has worked with downtown organizations, 
municipalities, small business owners and 
landlords to foster a high quality public en-
vironment in the heart of the community. 
Here in Southwest Wisconsin we have sev-
eral Main Street Communities; Darlington, 

Monroe, Platteville and Shullsburg as well 
as many Connect Communities, including 
Cuba City, Blanchardville and New Glarus. 
Cory Ritterbusch, Executive Director of Ad-
vance Shullsburg says, “rural small towns 
like these lack the capacity and knowledge 
to foster the growth of these downtown ar-
eas and we need to the expertise provided 
by the Main Street Program. They provide 
knowledge and experience that we would 
spend tremendous amounts of time and 
money without them.” Remember as you 
visit these downtowns that their vibrancy 
can be attributed to the services provid-
ed by this state run program and the staff 
and volunteers that put the pieces in place. 
“These towns committed a lot of time and 
have earned the trust of the WEDC to get 
accepted.” Ritterbusch added

Lafayette County’s Main Streets and 
Downtowns offer wonderful boutiques for 
shopping year round in our communities. 
The first Saturday in April, these boutiques 
extend their hours, roll out some great spe-
cials and invite ladies everywhere to experi-
ence all of the fantastic shopping options by 
partaking in the Lafayette County Boutique 
Trail! So be sure to mark your calendars 
for a full day of shopping! It’s going to be 

a BLAST! There are several unique clothing 
boutiques sprinkled across Lafayette Coun-
ty, and we want you to enjoy them all. Pick 
any of our small towns to start in, grab a 
late breakfast, and head out on the trail! All 
of our participating boutique shops will be 
open from 10am-6pm, and have surprise 
specials and discounts available to you! 
Pick up your “Passport” that day in any of 
the participating boutiques, get a stamp on 
your passport at each shop and once you 
have gotten your last stamp, turn in your 
passport for a chance to win a gift basket 
stuffed with goodies from our participating 
shops! 

n TASTE THE COUNTY!
Lafayette County is farm country – the 

most agriculturally dependent county in 
the state. From large scale dairy farms to 
small family homesteads, agriculture is the 
lifeblood of the county. With dairy farmers 
settling in Lafayette County, the cheese fac-
tories followed next and within our coun-
ty borders you can find some of the best 
cheese in the country! World Champion 
Cheeses that are featured all over the world, 
are made right here in Lafayette County. We 

Open Daily:  Monday- Friday  10 am - 5 pm;  Saturday & Sunday  9 am - 5 pm
210 W. Water St.    I    Shullsburg, WI  53586    I    608-965-3855

Order Online at:  www.ShullsburgCheeseStore.com

  
wFresh Cheese Curds
wCustom Cheese Trays & Gift Boxes for  
   All Occasions
wShullsburg Meats, Summer Sausage  
   & Beef Sticks
wLocal Wines, Speciality Beers & Liquors 
wUnique Gift Store and Speciality Items

The Finest, Award-Winning Wisconsin Cheese 

Come watch cheese being made 
via our viewing windows!

Now a Division Of 
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Open Memorial Day - Labor Day
Wednesday - Sunday 11:30 - 4:00

Fee: Age 5 and Older $7
Visit 

https://www.badgermineandmuseum.com/ 
for more info.

211 W. Water St.
Shullsburg, WI
608-574-9740

Charmingly restored

1840's building

with rooms conducive

for singles or groups

isken-Lee LodgingR

Kingsley Crossing
236 W. Water St. | Shullsburg
608-965-8585  kingsleycrossing.com

Home decor, vintage, 
antiques, jewelry, crafts, 
ice cream and more.

DAT Campground

•Located right on the Road Trail
•Full Hook-Up spots available
•Showers and bathroom onsite
•Dump station onsite
•WIFI available

650 N Judgment St. • Shullsburg, WI

608-482-0479

$1650.00 seasonal | $500.00 monthly | 
$150.00 weekly | $25.00 nightly
(includes water, electric & WIFI)

ILA Rose 
Gifts & Floral
246 W. Water St.

Shullsburg

608-965-8505
Ilarosegifts.com

133 West Water St | Shullsburg, WI
608.482.4075

Open Monday thru Saturday
Daily Lunch Specials

Famous for Homemade Pies by Grandma Susie
Home of the Kim’s Combo

Homemade Pasty
Find us on Facebook - Specials Posted Daily!

j.a.c.e Boutique
211 W. Water St. Shullsburg, WI

www.jace-boutique.com

A fun, family-owned boutique
with an array of styles and sizes!

have a plethora of cheese varieties for you 
to try including French, Finnish, Goat, Mex-
ican and of course Swiss inspired cheeses. 
Our specialty cheese producers go above 
and beyond to create a product that will 
awaken your taste buds and leave you 
yearning for more. With farmers, also comes 
farmers markets and roadside stands; a tru-
ly unique way to try a variety of homemade 
and homegrown goods right where they are 
made. Our villages and cities offer farm-
ers markets throughout the summer that 
feature local producers. Honey, tomatoes, 

flowers, squash, pies, pumpkins, sweet 
corn, potatoes, eggs, soap, jams and jellies 
can all be found at our local market stands. 
Our local butcher shops focus on locally 
raised farm-to-table meat, small batches, 
time honored recipes and fresh cuts daily to 
ensure the most savory meals can be en-
joyed by everyone. Keep your eyes peeled 
as you travel our winding roads for our many 
roadside stands that pop-up throughout 
the region; it is hard to find produce as fresh 
and flavorful as the varieties you will find 
there. Our local pubs and restaurants have 

all found ways to incorporate Lafayette 
County ingredients into their menus. From 
cheeseburgers featuring our many cheeses 
and local meats to deep fried cheese curds 
that are hand battered and deep fried with 
a secret recipe that you won’t find anywhere 
else and even specialty pizzas, wraps and 
soups; you won’t go wrong no matter where 
you stop for a bite to eat in our little county. 
l CHEESE FACTORIES: Brunkow Cheese 
Located in the rolling hills of rural Darling-
ton. Since 1899 Brunkow Cheese has been 
creating over 50 varieties of artisanal and 



LAFAYETTE COUNTY Land of History & Adventure  |  lafayettecountywi.org

18  |  Hidden Valleys of Southwest Wisconsin Four Seasons Visitor’s Guide

experienceshullsburg.com
 ExperienceShullsburg

• Shops  • Eateries  • Events
• Lead Mine Tours
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Vintage Charm
 in a Historic 1800s Mining Town

WISCONSIN

ILLINOISIOWA


Shullsburg

Dubuque

Galena
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City Service
BREWING
Open 

THURSDAY
4-9pm

FRIDAY
4-10pm 

SATURDAY 
12-10pm

SUNDAY 
12-4 pm

• Live Music
• Antiques

 404 Main St.
Darlington, 

WI

f

specialty cheeses. In addition to making 
all of their cheese by hand in small batch-
es, they also age all of their cheeses on 
site. They take pride and dedication in 
handcrafting some of the finest chees-
es around; from their aged cheddars and 
flavored Jacks to their specialty cheeses 
and spreads. They are recipients of 15 (and 
counting) awards for our fine cheeses. They 
have won Best of Class for their Brun-uus-
to Baked Cheese with Garlic as well as for 
their Raw Milk Cheddar with Horseradish 
at the World Championship Cheese Con-
test. Stroll in and experience what Brunkow 
Cheese has to offer. Visit Gile Cheese Fac-
tory Outlet Store in downtown Cuba City. 
Their cheese is made by third and fourth 
generation Wisconsin Cheesemakers and 
sold directly to you from their Cheese Store. 
Gile Cheese has been voted the “Areas Best 
Cheese Store” for 11 years in a row. Their 
cheese store offers many varieties of Wis-
consin cheese cut to your liking. When you 
order from Gile Cheese Factory Outlet and 
the Carr Cheese Factory, you are also help-
ing keep the time-honored tradition of the 
family-owned Wisconsin Dairy alive. They 
are proud to be Wisconsin State Champi-
on Cheesemakers with over 200 awards 
for making cheese. Roelli Cheese Haus is 
located East of Shullsburg, Wisconsin on 
State Highway 11 and has a family tradition 
of making hand-crafted specialty cheese for 
nearly 100 years. Adolph Roelli came to this 
area of Lafayette County Wisconsin from 
Switzerland in the 1920s. From that time, 
four generations of the Roelli family have 
been in the cheese business at this location, 
building on Adolphs commitment to quali-
ty, service, and customer satisfaction. Their 
long-standing commitment continues to be 
the cornerstone of the Roelli Cheese Haus 
business. No matter where you stop, cheese 
is always an option! From Belmont’s two 
French specialty cheese factories that pro-
duce brie, camembert and feta that is dis-
tributed worldwide; to Shullsburg Creamery, 
Mexican Cheese Producers, Chula Vista 
Cheese, White Hill Cheese and Zimmerman 
Cheese too! Award winning, life changing, 
Wisconsin Cheese is never far away. For a 
complete list of Lafayette County Cheese 
Factories, visit www.lafayettecountywi.org! 
l FARMERS’ MARKETS: Explore our local 
community farmers markets held weekly 
throughout the summer!
lDARLINGTON: Every Saturday May 

through October, 8am until Noon! Down-
town Darlington. Vendor Features: Fresh 
bakery, Perennials, Annual Bedding Plants 
, Patio Pots, and Hanging Baskets, Artisan 
Crafts

Local Eggs and Meat. Night Markets 
throughout the Season featured on select 
Wednesday Nights!
l SHULLSBURG: Held every third Saturday 
8am to Noon, from June through Septem-
ber on Water Street! Wide Variety of Vendors, 
Hot Breakfast! Bloody Marys! Live Music! 
l ARGYLE: Argyle’s Farmers Markets are 
held the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month! 
Join us! 9am-1:00pm on South State Street! 
Farmers, Artisans, 

n PRODUCE, CRAFTS!
l BLANCHARDVILLE: Blanhardville’s Main 
Street Farmers Market meets 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays June through October. Want 
some goods from the neighborhood? Pick 
up farm fresh produce, honey, eggs and 
other goods at this farmer-led outdoor 
market in beautiful Ryan Park. We will be 
open 8am til noon. Honey, garden plants, 
wildflower plants, spring vegetables, baked 
goods, eggs, meat and more.
l CUBA CITY: Cuba City Community Mar-
ket is held the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
May-Sep from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. We 
have many vendors offering a variety of pro-
duce/canned goods/crafts + more!

n CULTURE: 
Growth in our nation’s population has 

historically accompanied challenges to all 
cities; big and small. This is especially the 
case in the small City of Darlington, WI in 
Lafayette County, where within a decade 

the Hispanic population has grown signifi-
cantly and now makes up approximately 
twenty percent of the total population. This 
rapid growth has led to challenges of com-
munication, culture clash and understand-
ing; the community faced the challenges 
head on and with the help of the Darling-
ton Chamber Main Street Program and the 
Darlington Community Schools, Cinco de 
Mayo – Latino Festival was born. This annu-
al event has been recognized by the State of 
Wisconsin as an exemplary event that has 
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helped build an inclusive community and 
earning the Best Downtown Special Event 
Award. Darlington realized that they could 
make the greatest impact in their communi-
ty by supporting causes that are important 
to the citizens of Darlington. Customs and 
differences are but variations on a theme, a 
rich and varied expression of the shared hu-
manity; we are all the same at heart. Our life 
is richer as we strive to understand others 
and appreciate our differences. Lafayette 
County continues to grow in diversity and 
new shops focused on the Hispanic pop-
ulation have popped up, soccer is now a 
growing sport in the community and Cinco 
de Mayo draws record crowds to the Coun-
ty each year. So mark your calendars fora 
celebration of Latin Culture on the Second 
Saturday each May. Latin food, music, arts 
and entertainment are all featured. Come 
immerse yourself in a celebration of culture!

Lafayette County is home to a small 
population of Amish families that you may 
see with their signature black, horse-drawn 
buggy traversing across the county. This 
community is known for their homegrown 
produce, gorgeous flowers, fresh baked 
goods and carpentry skills. Throughout the 
county you may notice several signs at the 
end of driveways indicating fresh eggs”, 
“greenhouse now open” and fresh baked 
goods daily”. Since the Amish community 
do not use electricity or phones, this is their 
way of advertising and inviting the public to 
their homesteads to purchase their prod-
ucts. Because of the growing interest in the 
Amish community, we have reached out to 
them so we could help educate the public 
on their way of life and let everyone know 
that they love visitors!
l AMISH COMMON COURTESIES: No 
Sunday sales, this is the Amish communi-
ty’s day of worship and all shops are closed. 
Check or Cash only.

Please make sure to bring proper pay-
ment as they do not accept credit cards. No 
pictures please. 

The Amish do not allow their pictures to 
be taken, leave the camera in the car. 

n SPEEDWAY: 
Lafayette County Speedway, located in 

Darlington, Wis. has a 70-year auto-racing 
legacy. The slightly banked three-eighths 
mile clay track has been in existence since 
the 1950’s. Facilities can comfortably seat 
3,000 fans. Racing begins each April and 
continues into August, with a full weekly 
schedule, including several large specials 
throughout the season. More than 600 
people attend the dirt track races each week 
to watch five to seven classes race. Hot laps 
begin at 6:45pm and racing starts shortly 
after 7:00pm. Two family nights occur, one 
in May and one in August. Each of those 
events feature more than 100 giveaways for 
the children. The speedway also offers a $25 
family pass during each weekly race pro-
gram. Learn more about the 60-plus driv-
ers, the summer schedule and more by vis-
iting www.lafayettecountyspeedwaywi.com.

n FEATURED EVENTS:
l CINCO DE MAYO – LATINO FESTIVAL:

Darlington: Second Weekend in May. 
Mariachi bands, authentic food, dancers in 
authentic costumes, piñatas and games for 
the kids! 
l FATHER’S DAY

Blanchardville: Annual Chicken BBQ! 
Canoe Fest
Darlington: Parade, Music, Festival 

Games and Annual Beowulf Ride and Party
l FOURTH OF JULY

Shullsburg: Old Fashioned Fourth of 
July, Parade, Fireworks and More! 
l FAIRS

Lafayette County Fair: Darlington: Trac-
tor Pulls, Racing, Music, Food, Carnival and 
More!

*Wisconsin’s Oldest Community Fair* 
Belmont School and Community Fair: Live-
stock Show, Carnival, Kid’s Games, Horse 
Show and Parade! 
l CHEESEFEST:

Shullsburg: Packed full of activities for 
the whole family, a downtown tradition! 
l LABOR DAY

Gratiot: Chicken BBQ, Parade, Music 
and Ball Games!

Benton: Dance, Parade, Midway Rides, 
Music, Games, Craft Fair! 
l CHRISTMAS

Cuba City: Glow Parade
Shullsburg: Bit of Yesteryear Christmas
Darlington: Christmas Parade and the 

famous floating Christmas Trees

Our communities have many more 
events throughout the year including car 
cruises, parades, fireworks, fish boils, pasty 
suppers, weekly music in the park and 
more! Visit community websites for yearly 
dates and information on local events!

DON’T MISS COMMUNITIES:
Nestled into the hills of the northeast-

ern corner of the county, is the communi-
ty of Argyle, the gateway to Yellowstone 
Lake State Park and the boyhood home of 
“Fighting Bob” LaFollette. The Pecatoni-
ca River flows through the heart of Argyle, 
offering opportunities for fishing, canoeing 
and boating. You will find three maintained 
fishing areas, which include community 
boat landings, a sheltered picnic facility and 
a handicapped fishing area along with Er-
ickson Wetlands. Stop in for refreshments 
at the local pubs and restaurants, browse 
through several local downtown shops and 
get acquainted with some of its 850 friend-
ly residents. Argyle is ideally suited for bicy-
cling with spectacular views along winding, 
tree-lined roads. www.argylewi.org

The community of Benton, with its gen-
tly rolling hills, lazy streams and fertile soil is 
steeped in the traditions and culture of the 
early Wisconsin lead mining industry.

Situated in the southwest corner of the 
county and bordered on all sides by open 
land and farm fields, it is just a stone’s 
throw from the bordering states of Iowa and 
Illinois. The Fever River meanders past the 
eastern boundaries of the village and flows 
to Galena, Illinois, where it empties into the 
Mississippi River. 

Benton is a wonderful community for 
history, families and community events.  

Find more information about Benton at 
bentonwi.us.

With two mounds nearby, it is easy to 
understand how Belmont came by its name 
Belle Monte, French for “beautiful hill.” The 
village of Belmont today is a few miles from 
its original location when it was the first 
capitol of the Wisconsin Territory. Be sure 
to take a trip out to this Wisconsin State 
Historic Site for a flashback to what frontier 
Wisconsin looked like. The Belmont Mound 
State Park is on your way and provides a 
meandering walk for a lovely overlook of the 
driftless region. ATV and UTV riders enjoy 
the bars and restaurants located directly on 
the trail for an easy rest point to grab a drink 
and a bite to eat. For more on what Belmont 
has to offer, visit www.belmontwi.com. 

Home & Clothing
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Blanchardville is home to plenty of live 
music, an incredibly user-friendly park, a 
huge public swimming pool and a modern 
and an aesthetically pleasing campground 
area situated in an oak tree-canopied park. 
Visitors may fish in the sparkling waters of 
the Pecatonica River, the waterway that 
splits the village in half and which offers 
sporting and recreational opportunities 
such as kayaks, canoes and inner tubes! 
Blanchardville has, historically, been re-
ferred to as ‘The Gem of The Pecatonica’ 
by many across Wisconsin as the commu-
nity that’s uniquely known and situated 
as ‘In The Heart of Four Counties’, making 
Blanchardville one of southern Wisconsin’s 
most diversified geographical destinations. 
For more on local businesses, events and 
entertainment visit www.blanchardville.
com. 

While driving down Cuba City’s 
award-winning Main Street, stop at the 
Presidential Caboose downtown and in-
spect the Presidential Shields which adorn 
the retro-style light poles in honor of all 45 
U.S. Presidents. Main Street is “Antique Av-
enue” Cuba City won the 2017 Wisconsin 
Main Street Award for its recent downtown 
revitalization. Antique Avenue in Cuba City, 
WI is home to over 35,000 square feet of 
unique antiques and collectibles ranging 
from architectural salvage to jewelry and 
primitives. Check out what else makes Cuba 
City a worthwhile stop on any trip: www.cu-
bacity.org. 

Darlington is an active community that 
knows how to have fun all year around.

Local events fill the calendar throughout 
the year, from music, performances, pa-
rades and fireworks to ice skating, shopping 

and wine nights, Darlington knows how to 
enjoy life! But you don’t wait for a special 
event to visit…Darlington welcomes you 
anytime to come and enjoy a day, a week 
or a lifetime. Its Historic Main Street, local 
eateries, trail access and small town charm 
will show you why rural towns are thriving. 
www.darlingtonwi.org. 

Slow down and enjoy some time in the 
small village of Gratiot. With direct access to 
the Cheese Country Trail, along with camp-
ing and fishing, this is a great place to enjoy 
the outdoors and the beauty of southwest 
Wisconsin. Wolf Creek Campground located 
on the Cheese Country Trail with local bars 
and restaurants within walking distance. For 
more information visit www.gratiot.us.

South Wayne, originally called Collins, 
was named after the local railroad superin-
tendent, the railroad played prominently in 
the creation of South Wayne. The rail lines 
have now been reutilized by the Cheese 
Country Trail, which brings thousands to en-
joy the beautiful country of southwest Wis-
consin. Every summer, the community 

 

cuts loose with the Red Cracker Music Festi-
val. This event continues to grow in size and 
distinction, attracting more and more peo-
ple to the village during the final weekend in 
July. More information about South Wayne 
is available at www.villageofsouthwayne.
com.

Shullsburg is Wisconsin’s 3rd oldest city 
and home to the states mascot, The Bad-
ger. Founded in 1827 it was the center of the 
early lead mining trade. Its downtown is re-
nowned for its charm and restored buildings 
which represent many different architectur-
al styles. The limestone High School, 8-acre 
Badger Park and two churches are popular 
stops for history buffs. However, Gravity Hill 
south of town is its most popular tourist 
destination. Today, it is a tightknit commu-
nity with shops, eateries, lodging and ser-
vices lining its downtown and with many 
events occurring throughout the year. 

For more information on local 
Shullsburg events visit: 
www.ExperienceShullsburg.com or 
facebook.com/experienceshullsburg

• Music in the Park every Thursday •

FIREMAN’S DANCE - June 18 • 7 pm
FATHER’S DAY CHICKEN BBQ -
June 19 • 11am-2pm

CRUIS’N WISCONSIN CAR SHOW -
    July 10

CRUIS’N NIGHT/TOWN RAFFLE - August 17
ALUMNI/HOMECOMING PARADE - September 24
HOLIDAY ON MAIN STREET - December 2

Blanchardville 2022 Events
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Lafayette County

For visitor information, maps, lodging, dining, 

calendar of events and more visit co.lafayette.wi.gov

Cheese Trail


