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It is steeped in the history of Wisconsin's early years
and home to a theater company that's become one of

the most celebrated in the Midwest.

For nature lovers, lowa County's gem is Governor Dodge
State Park, just north of Dodgeville. One of Wisconsin's
largest state parks, it has 5,000 hilly acres to hike and
is a popular destination for camping, fishing, canoeing,
kayaking, and horseback riding. In the winter, skiers
and snowmobilers take over the trails while the park's
two lakes offer ice fishing. There's even a cliff near the

waterfall area that you can ice climb when it freezes.

Dodgeville is the home of Wisconsin's oldest active
courthouse, built of native limestone in 1859 by
immigrants from Cornwall, England, who had come to

the region to mine lead, and later, zinc.

In Mineral Point, history buffs can also connect with
the area's early settlers by visiting Pendarvis—a cluster
of restored Cornish-style homes, a restaurant, and a
pub built in the 1840s. The Cornish tradition carries
throughout the community, with restaurants known
for their Cornish pasties—hearty turnovers filled with
meat, potatoes, and vegetables.

Mineral Point is where Henry Dodge was sworn in as
the first governor of the newly established Wisconsin
territory in 1836. With homes dating back before the
Civil War, Mineral Point was the first city in Wisconsin

named to the National Register of Historic Places.

Many smaller hidden gems are scattered throughout
the county. For example, you can find the Grandview
historic site on State Highway 39, and east/west road
connecting Mineral Point to New Glarus. Recently

added to the State and National Registers of Historic
places, Grandview offers a free visit and, in the summer,
provides scores of interesting art classes for a very low
cost.

Another event that draws thousands is the Wisconsin
Grilled Cheese Championship, held in Dodgeville
every April, as a way to honor the state's tradition of
dairy farming. And lowa County celebrates farmers
themselves at Farm Appreciation Day, an annual July
gathering in Dodgeville that features a parade, festival,

and fireworks.

lowa County's historical significance also revolves
around renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Taliesin
is the 800-acre property near Spring Green where
Wright had his home and studio. It offers programs on
organic living and the intersection of nature, culture,

and construction design.

Theater lovers, meanwhile, flock to the nearby
American Players Theatre, where a highly lauded
company of actors performs plays by Shakespeare and
more current playwrights in an open-air theatre and a
smaller, enclosed venue throughout the summer.

lowa County also is home to the House on the Rock,
built in the 1940s atop a 60-foot chimney of rock near
Spring Green by Madison native Alex Jordan. The
structure began as a retreat for Jordan but soon became
a curiosity, and it opened to the public for tours in 1960.
In addition to the unique house itself, built right into the
rock, the building houses an eclectic series of exhibits
that include model airplanes, doll houses, theater
organs, and an automated circus band.

FOR CALENDAR OF EVENTS & CURRENT INFORMATION: WWW.HIDDENVALLEYS.COM
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TOP 10 IOWA COUNTY DESTINATIONS

1
GOVERNOR DODGE STATE PARK/DOBY STABLES
Dodgeville
2
HOUSE ON THE ROCK
Dodgeville
3
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’S TALIESIN
Spring Green
L
SPURGEON WINERY
Highland
5
NICK ENGELBERT’S GRANDVIEW HISTORIC SITE

Hollandale

Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin

30 HIDDEN VALLEYS OF SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN

Spurgeon Winery

6
HISTORIC HIGH ¢ COMMERCE STREETS
Mineral Point
7
SHAKE RAG ALLEY
Mineral Point
8
RIDGEWAY PINE RELICT STATE NATURAL AREA
Ridgeway
9
QUALITY BAKERY
Dodgeville
10

DON Q INN PLANE
Dodgeville

| Goveror Dodge State Park.
Photo by Beverly Adams Sugden

Mineral Point High Street
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DODGEVILLE

Daily Specials « Soup & Salad Bar
Outdoor Bar May-October
Bowling Packages Available

R "vaﬁozues K decor

121 N IOWA ST,
DODGEVILLE, WI

c08-341-9116

Cﬁecé Eceéaoé Z{G’I’“ hours

Avoca Prairie

/ 6 STATEROAD 39
DODGEVILLE [l

7

SPORTING & 6B

Area’s largest selection of
Live Bait & Tackle, also-
DNR licensing & Firewood,
Old Hickory Building Sales and
Seasonal Chocolate Shoppe
lce Cream Parlor

206 N. Towa St. - Dodgeville

= ‘;;\ll I
Cathiyn's |
Market

Espresso & Coffee Drinks ¢ Bakery
Ice Cream & Soda Fountain Drinks

Breakfast/Lunch ¢ Farm to Table
Local Cheese & Meats

608-930-2777

cathrynsmartiel.com | 0

2 locations
Dodgeville, WI

Calrinelry

Complete Line of Baked Goods,
including Saffron & Cornish Pasty
608.935.3812
154 Towa Street, Dodgeville, WI

Tom’s

1
Campground Inc.

6 miles East of Dodgeville

OFff Hwy. 191
2626 Spring Road, Dodgeville
Wy lnmscam mﬂl““d.ﬂ:ﬂ’lﬂ
For Reservations, Call
608-935-5446
= BV Sies: Water & Elecine
A0 Amp - (15) 30 Amp

* Large Brgs with Shides Welcome
* Tent Siles
= Showers, Flush Toilets
* Dump Station
= Rustiec Coltage

Oy Certified
Al Howe Free
Fireond Allowe,

Nearby Attractions
Dodgeville - Lands" End
Howse on the Rock
Mineral Point - Pendarvis
New Gilaros - Little Switperland
Folklore Village
Cave ol the Mounds
Mount Horeh - Trollway
il Historic Hyde's Mill

Avoca Prairie
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HIGHLAND

 SPURGEON “WINERY

HOME OF THE RUBY LADY
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"WINE” DOWN WITH US!

HOURS OF OPERATION VARY BY SEASOHM
FIHD US OH FPACERODOK FOR MOST
CURREMT UPDATES
O HOURS & EYEH 5!
rh00s PIME TREE BD
HIGHLAMD, Wi
(G08) 029-7602

MAZOMANIE

Located in Historic
Downtown Mazomanie
Open 6am to 3pm
Closed Tuesdays

Locally sourced beans, food, and gifts.

Scan QR code for more info and  [El#gs[E
use code “hidden2025” for 20% off %
your online or in-store order! =y

1608.623.008:

Fish Fry every Friday  Farm totable Burgers
Check Facehook for Daily Lunch Specials
@ThirstyFarmerBar

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - YEAR ROUND

608.9294814

545 MAIN ST. HIGHLAND, WI
3 MILES FROM BLACKHAWK LAKE

Cheese

300 Highway 14
Arena, Wisconsin
“Home of Co-Jack”
See cheese heing made.
Open Monday-Friday 800-600
Weekends 800-600

IF'-P'I':-'J'F ( 11’“."1’:1'1." {..H?'H'r.‘

(" 608-753-2501 )

\, www.arenachecse.com

Governor Do

it A
dge. Photo Credit: Dena Nechkas
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MIDWEST'S LARGERT
SHOE STORE

Service © Size ® Selection ® Price © Fit!
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 9am-5pm ¢ Sunday 10am-5pm
Hwy. 14 1314 Canal St.
Black Earth, W1 53515
608-767-3447

Be Sure To Visit The Bargain Box Too!

BARNEVELD

BREAKFAST SERVED
WED - SUN 7 am - [ pm s

BAR & GRILL

SALAD BAR OFFERED EVERY
WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY!

103 Co Rd. ID, Barneveld
608-924-1121
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AVOCA

403 Front St., Avoca, WI 53506
o 608-532-6517

fﬂfer/ ing
Cia/ fVenr

HOURS:
Open daily at 17a.m.
(losed Mondays

Friday Night Fish Fry with FullSolad Bar

3 rollow us on for events ond happenings

HOLLANDALE

NN

Bar 5 Gl
Open at 6am

Tuesday-Sunday
Closed Mondays

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

DaiLy SPEcIALS INCLUDING

FriDAY-FisH FRry

501 State St.
Hollandale, WI

608-967-2337

flveafle’

Open April - Christmas, Tue - Sat 10-4
1768 E Wisconsin St, Avoca, Wi 53506 - 608-475-1542

06 ©

Village'ot "

- Avoca Park for.. :
Camping * Recreatlon Famlly Fu
42 daily sites'and 62 permanent sites

“Avoca Lake for.:
Great Fishing * Scenic Beauty

~"Avoca Prairie for...

Unusual Plants and Grasses

608.532.6831 - villageofavocawi.ov . lizwlkinson@vill-a‘geofavocawi.gov

See our complete menu on Q

Grandview Tolk drt Sile

FREE ADMISSION - AN AMAZING ENVIRONMENT
In the 1930s farmer Nick Engelbert created more than § 7
40 glass, bead and bric a brac sculptures in his yard, ~ §
combining patriotic themes with imagery from
mythology, fairy tales, immigrant roots and his own
imagination. Open dawn to dusk; museum open by
appointment. Just west of Hollandale on State Road 39. #,;

608-574-7169 O

WWW.NICKSGRANDVIEW.COM - NICKSGRANDVIEW@MHTC NET
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MINERAL POINT

Don't forget
to visit
our goats!

Hours
Mon 10-5 ¢ Tues & Wed Closed

8 Thur 10-5  Fri 10-5

Sat & Sun 10-3
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CELEBRATING 48 YEARS
Wood Fired

Stoneware and Porcelain

Frank Polizzi - 5tudio Potter

NEW & USED BOOKS
151 HiGH ST
MINERAIL POINT

TONY & JULIE HOOK
320 COMMERCE STREET
MINERAL POINT, WI 53565

608.987.3259
hookscheese@gmail.com

Homemade Cornish Pasty
Figgy Hobbin & Bread Pudding

Open seven days a week 7am - 3pm
158 High Street « 608.987.9936
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Five Point Ma_w!cnt

e ysar e ylay Niquar stare

raf. J0TN

319 Commerce St.
Mineral Point
Meat - Cheese - Liquor & More

 —— 0 —

Kst, 20323

cafe & lounge
live entertainment

52 High Street, Mineral Point, WI 53565

=f Wild Blue \onder
= (offeehouse

215 High Street
in downtown
Mineral Point
i the Gungry: Bl
® under the clock
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Happy Hour M-F: 4-7
Wed Euchre Tournaments - Noon

Mon: 4-Close - Tue-Fri: 10-Close
Sat-Sun: 9-Close

ATV & Bikers Welcome!

155 High St, Mineral Point, WI ©®

mineral point

Dine. Drink. Discover.
Mineral Point

— et

.H l-; - -ltli}la'éhll ..d

e

wwWw.mineralpoint.com

THE
ST
%\'I)CE CREﬂl’a{}
PARLOR

THE ODAL MAN

GALLERY OF FINE OPAL JEWELRY
137 5. Winsten S1. -~ Senins Green, W

WHW, THEOPALMAN, COM

(608)588-9317

Pendaryis

NMORTH EARTH '!: ]/n
E\I'“ ..":‘

IFTS & CRYSTAL e !
G c s Qi

CRYSTALS, DOOKE
EWFLAY. AND DECOR FOR
WHMDFLL LIVNG.
BOTERMA, SASE, IMCEHAE
FOURMALE, CAMGHE, AND
UMKRIE ITEME. By
LOCAL ARTISANS

BN ST CARTTH, G5

.....

@ HIDDENVALLEYS.COM 35



